Probate Price Transparency 
(uncontested)

We offer an initial no obligation consultation to discuss the administration of the estate. This will help us to establish the level of assistance you may require.

Our no obligation quotes are estimated once the below has been established:
• Whether or not there is a valid will.
• The number of properties within the estate.
• The number of bank or building society accounts.
• Whether or not there are intangible assets (company shares, IP, patents etc).
• The number of beneficiaries.
•  The likelihood of disputes or claims made against the estate.
• Whether inheritance tax is payable. 
• The deceased being domiciled in England and Wales.
• Whether there are assets/liabilities outside the UK.


Our Service

Grant of Representation Only
· Notify relevant asset holders to obtain date of death valuations;
· Notify estate creditors to ascertain date of death liabilities;
· Provide the Executor(s)/Administrator(s) with a schedule of Assets & Liabilities;
· Complete and submit relevant Inheritance Tax Forms to HM Revenue & Customs;
· Make necessary arrangement for the payment of Inheritance Tax (if applicable);
· Draft and submit the Probate Application & Statement of Truth to the Probate Registry to extract a Grant of Representation; and,
· Receive the Grant of Representation.

Full Estate Administration
· All of the above, plus;
· Complete necessary closure forms for all estate assets;
· Market the estate property for sale, arranging clearance of the same;
· When funds are available, arrange payment of estate liabilities and interim payments to beneficiaries;
· Ensure there is no Income Tax / Capital Gains Tax liability*
· Compile a full, comprehensive Estate Account to the Executor(s)/Administrator(s) once all estate assets are closed, sold and funds received and all creditors discharged; and,
· Arrange final distributions of the estate to the beneficiaries.

*Any tax arising will require assistance from a third party accountant / tax adviser

Grant of Representation quotes are provided as fixed fee quotations. Your case handler will advise if a fixed fee quote is not appropriate in the estate being discussed; this is where the estate is unusually complex.

Full administration matters are calculated and invoiced on a time based manner; with the quote provided being based upon experience in handling previous similar estates. 

The hourly rates of our Private Client Team are as follows:

	Mr Richard L Griffiths
Senior Partner
	£330 + VAT per hour (£396 incl. VAT)

	Mr John Smart
Solicitor
	£300 + VAT per hour (£360 incl. VAT)

	Mr Thomas Maxted-Pettman
Solicitor
	£290 + VAT per hour (£348 incl. VAT)

	Mrs Lucy Owen
Senior Paralegal
	£250 + VAT per hour (£300 incl. VAT)

	Mr Jay Marsh-Gasson
Case Manager
	£230 + VAT per hour (£276 incl. VAT)



Case Studies

All of the below examples are given to provide clients with an estimate of our fees and the services included. Your case handler will be able to provide you with a formal quote once the estate position has been established at the initial consultation. Where the estate is one of a complex nature, the quote may exceed that of the below estimates.


Grant of Representation Only 
(with a Will – no Inheritance Tax)

Mr Smith died, leaving a Will. Mr Smith was domiciled in England & Wales, and had no assets or liabilities outside of England & Wales. The Will clearly outlines the Executor, who is also one of the two beneficiaries of the estate. There are no claims or disputes likely to be made.

 Mr Smith’s estate comprised of:
· His property (no mortgage or equity release to be discharged);
· Two current accounts;
· One ISA account; and
· One Credit Card with a balance to be settled

Mr Smith’s estate totals £290,000 as a Net Value; meaning no Inheritance Tax is payable from his estate. 

A quote is provided to the Executor of £1,000 - £2,000 + VAT (20%) plus disbursements
(£1,200 – £2,400 incl. VAT plus disbursements)








Grant of Representation Only 
(with a Will – Inheritance Tax Payable)

Mr Smith died, leaving a Will. Mr Smith was domiciled in England & Wales, and had no assets or liabilities outside of England & Wales. The Will clearly outlines the Executor, who is also one of the two beneficiaries of the estate. There are no claims or disputes likely to be made.

 Mr Smith’s estate comprised of:
· His property (no mortgage or equity release to be discharged);
· Two current accounts;
· One ISA account; and
· One Credit Card with a balance to be settled

Mr Smith’s estate totals £649,000 as a Net Value; meaning Inheritance Tax is payable from his estate. 

A quote is provided to the Executor of £2,000 - £2,500 + VAT (20%) plus disbursements
(£2,400 - £3,000 incl. VAT plus disbursements)

Grant of Representation Only 
(without a Will – no Inheritance Tax)

Mrs Blogg died, she doesn’t leave a Will. Mrs Blogg was domiciled in England & Wales, and had no assets or liabilities outside of England & Wales. Mrs Blogg has three children. There are no claims or disputes likely to be made.

 Mrs Blogg’s estate comprised of:
· Her property (no mortgage or equity release to be discharged);
· Three current accounts;
· Shares in one company; and
· Outstanding Utility Bills

Mrs Blogg’s estate totals £304,000 as a Net Value; meaning no Inheritance Tax is payable from her estate. However, before Inheritance Tax Forms are completed, and an application can be made for Letters of Administration; it must be confirmed who is eligible to make an application under the Rules of Intestacy. 

A quote is provided to the Administrator of £1,500 - £3,000 + VAT (20%) plus disbursements
(£1,800 - £3,600 incl. VAT plus disbursements)


Grant of Representation Only 
(without a Will – Inheritance Tax Payable)

Mrs Blogg died, she doesn’t leave a Will. Mrs Blogg was domiciled in England & Wales, and had no assets or liabilities outside of England & Wales. Mrs Blogg has three children. There are no claims or disputes likely to be made.

 Mrs Blogg’s estate comprised of:
· Her property (no mortgage or equity release to be discharged);
· Three current accounts;
· Shares in one company; and
· Outstanding Utility Bills

Mrs Blogg’s estate totals £537,000 as a Net Value; meaning Inheritance Tax is payable from her estate. However, before Inheritance Tax Forms are completed, and an application can be made for Letters of Administration; it must be confirmed who is eligible to make an application under the Rules of Intestacy. 

A quote is provided to the Administrator of £3,000 - £3,500 + VAT (20%) plus disbursements
(£3,600 - £4,200 incl. VAT plus disbursements)

Full Estate Administration 
(with a Will – no Inheritance Tax)

Mr Johnson died, leaving a Will. Mr Johnson was domiciled in England & Wales, and had no assets or liabilities outside of England & Wales. Mr Johnson had one son. There are no claims or disputes likely to be made.

 Mr Johnson’s estate comprised of:
· His property (no mortgage or equity release to be discharged);
· Two current accounts;
· One ISA account; and
· One Credit Card with a balance to be settled

Mr Johnson’s estate totals £446,000 as a Net Value; meaning no Inheritance Tax is payable from his estate when both the Nil Rate Band & Residence Nil Rate band are applicable. 

A quote is provided to the Executor of £5,000 - £7,000 + VAT (20%) plus disbursements
(£6,000 - £8,400 incl. VAT plus disbursements)

Full Estate Administration 
(with a Will – Inheritance Tax Payable)

Mr Johnson died, leaving a Will. Mr Johnson was domiciled in England & Wales, and had no assets or liabilities outside of England & Wales. Mr Johnson had one son. There are no claims or disputes likely to be made.

 Mr Smith’s estate comprised of:
· His property (no mortgage or equity release to be discharged);
· Two current accounts;
· One ISA account; and
· One Credit Card with a balance to be settled

Mr Smith’s estate totals £824,000 as a Net Value; meaning Inheritance Tax is payable from his estate when both the Nil Rate Band & Residence Nil Rate band are applicable. 

A quote is provided to the Executor of £5,500 - £8,000 + VAT (20%) plus disbursements
(£6,600 - £9,600 incl. VAT plus disbursements)



Full Estate Administration 
(without a Will – no Inheritance Tax)

Mrs Jones died, she does not leave a Will. Mrs Jones was domiciled in England & Wales, and had no assets or liabilities outside of England & Wales. Mrs Jones has no children. There are no claims or disputes likely to be made.

 Mrs Jones’ estate comprised of:
· Her property (no mortgage or equity release to be discharged);
· Four current accounts;
· One ISA account; and
· One Credit Card with a balance to be settled

Mrs Jones’ estate totals £308,000 as a Net Value; meaning no Inheritance Tax is payable from her estate when the Nil Rate Band is applied. 

A quote is provided to the Executor of £5,500 - £7,500 + VAT (20%) plus disbursements
(£6,600 - £9,000 incl. VAT plus disbursements)

Full Estate Administration 
(without a Will – Inheritance Tax Payable)

Mrs Jones died, she does not leave a Will. Mrs Jones was domiciled in England & Wales, and had no assets or liabilities outside of England & Wales. Mrs Jones has no children. There are no claims or disputes likely to be made.

 Mrs Jones’ estate comprised of:
· Her property (no mortgage or equity release to be discharged);
· Four current accounts;
· One ISA account; and
· One Credit Card with a balance to be settled

Mr Jones’ estate totals £906,000 as a Net Value; meaning Inheritance Tax is payable from her estate when both the Nil Rate Band is applied. 

A quote is provided to the Executor of £7,000 - £10,000 + VAT (20%) plus disbursements
(£8,400 - £12,000 incl. VAT plus disbursements)

Disbursements 

	Probate Application Fee
	£526.00 No VAT

	Extra Copies of the Grant of Representation
	£2.00 No VAT per copy

	Executor/Administrator ID Checks (per person)
	£20.00 + VAT 

	HM Land Registry Office Copies
	£10.20 incl. VAT

	Beneficiary Bankruptcy Searches (per person)
	£9.00 incl. VAT 

	Section 27 Notices (London Gazette & Local Paper)
	est. £200 + VAT (may vary)







Please note:

· VAT is chargeable at 20%.

· Where there are matters of a complex nature, your Case Handler will provide a quote to you following an initial consultation.

· Other professional fees (i.e. accountants, clearance companies, auctioneers etc) may arise throughout the duration of estate administration. Your case handler will notify you prior to incurring any charges and fees which have not been clearly outlined in your Client Care Letter.

· Where there are named Charity residuary beneficiaries, the quote is likely to be higher due to additional obligations to satisfy their policies and rules when accepting gifts from estates.

· Should the estate become complex or, for whatever reason; the estimate of costs given at the outset is reached prior to completion of administration; the Executor(s)/Administrator(s) will be provided with a cost review of the file, alongside an updated costs estimate for approval prior to works continuing.

· Conveyancing Costs (selling or transferring a Probate Property) will incur additional costs. Please see our Conveyancing Price Transparency, or contact our Conveyancing Team regarding our fees.

· Where an estate becomes contentious (by way of dispute or claim), your case handler will refer the file to our Litigation Team for their involvement and resolution of the dispute or claim prior to recommencing administration. A fee estimate will be provided by our Litigation Team at the onset of the dispute, which may be updated throughout the course of the matter.



Timescales

It is difficult to predict how long an estate matter will take to conclude.

From our experience, a Grant of Representation application only may take 12 – 16 weeks to complete. Estates instructing for Full Administration may take 9 - 24 months. 

Typically, obtaining the Grant of Representation takes 12 - 16 weeks from instruction, however, this may take longer depending on the complexity of the estate. Our timescales often rely on third parties including asset holders & creditors, as well as the Probate Registry and other professionals (where required).

It is worth noting that an Administration period, as outlined by HM Revenue and Customs is 24 months from the date of death. From the date of death, a 6 month timeline is given by HM Revenue and Customs for the relevant Inheritance Tax Forms to be complete and submitted, before interest accrues on any applicable tax.

Your case handler will keep you update throughout the duration of your matter, providing an estimated timescale for conclusion once full information has been provided.

John Smart is supervised by Richard L Griffiths 
Thomas Maxted-Pettman is supervised by Richard L Griffiths
Lucy Owen is supervised by John Smart
Jay Marsh-Gasson is supervised by Richard L Griffiths

